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Commissioner for Patents 

P. Q, Box 14S0 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sin 

This is responsive to the Office Action mailed on January 12, 2006. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration. 

The Examiner's conclusion regarding the Scudder reference is incorrect. Tn 
column 1, the Scudder reference clearly teaches that the semi-plastic state of the 
polyurethane is what makes it "sticky." That does not in any way suggest that the 
polyurethane does not contain a wax. Therefore, it cannot "be reasonably interpreted that 
the polyurethane in Scudder does not include wax/ 9 The addition of an oily substance in 
the Scudder reference does not suggest that the polyurethane itself does not include wax 
and stretching the teachings of the reference in that way is not reasonable. 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's conclusions regarding the 
proposed combination of the DE *654 and Scudder references. The Examiner's 
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suggested motivation for combining them does not come from the references. In fact, the 
German patent seems to suggest no such need and seems to minimize any importance of 
"the plastic lSeffin^ and cloes 

not have any indication of any time consuming or uncertain results for which Scudder's 
teachings would provide any benefit 

Additionally, there would be no benefit to making the combination even if it were 
possible to interpret Scudder as teaching a waxless polyurethane. The lifting device of 
the German reference includes a piston 2,3 thai moves the load from beneath The belt. 
That arrangement does not- present any traction considerations for which a waxless 
polyurethane might prove useful. In other words, adding a waxless polyurethane to the 
German reference provides no benefit. — Where t h ere i s n o benefit to a proposed 
combination, there is no motivation for making it and no prima facie case of obviousness. 

This application is in condition for allowance. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CARLSON, GASKEY & OLDS 




Dated: March /& , 2006 
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